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Neighborhood Announcements These Are Your Neighbors
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She Shares her Passion for Gardening

Spring Art Walk

Along Madison Street
Saturday, May 7th
See page 7 for details
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Do you @ The Valley View?

Please consider placing an ad in the
newsletter or making a tax deductible
donation.

Due to finances, our future

appears cloudy.
please see page 2 for donation info

Rolande Chesebro is a woman who loves this
neighborhood. As her contribution to the quality of life in
the community, she has been spending her free time beau-
tifying East Madison Street. She accomplishes this en-
deavor through her passion for gardening.

Rolande initiated the landscaping department during a
four year tenure at City Peoples Garden Store before
branching out into her own business, Chesebro Garden
Design in 1995. She has brought her considerable experi-
ence and insight into both her business and in the public
spaces she has voluntarily planted and maintained.

The first community project undertaken by Rolande
was to approach the owners of the Shell Service Station
on the corner of Madison and the entrance to the Arbore-
tum. She offered to redesign and plant that triangle under
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the big Shell sign. In
the past, you probably
dismissed this pitiful
group of plantings
while refueling your
car at the station.
Previously, this place
was a sad collection of
(Continued on page 7)
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Courtyard Sale in Peril

% The Bush School theater space will not be available to 4
* store and sort our donations for the courtyard sale this %
% summer. We need to think of alternatives for this impor-
* tant and ONLY fundraiser of the year.

: One suggestion has been to change the format. We
* could “rent” tables to individuals who could sell their own *
:items at the courtyard. These individuals could give a
* percentage of their profits to the GMVCC. The Council %
X could organize the event with publicity and arrange for:
* pick up of the leftovers. Please contact us with your ideas. %

*
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Inside The Valley View
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Here is Rolande at
the site of her next
volunteer community

project: the triangle at
ML King and East

: Madison Street.
GMVCC Contact Information
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The Illustrated GMVCC ' Community Council Minutes -

G T 5 ey February Minutes

= Gary Emslie, President, called the meeting to order at
7:30pm. Roll call of council and visitors was completed.
The minutes of the January 2005 meeting were approved
TUm . as reported.
TREASURER’S REPORT
, The report for the year 2004 showed that expenses ex-
(e ceeded revenue by nearly $1,400.00. January 2005 expenses
: o o show we are approximately $700.00 in the red. The treas-

urer is working off reserves from previous functions. Ideas
MMM were tossed around to create a future fundraiser. The discus-
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sion will be continued at the next meeting.

PLEASE support our generous advertisers from CITY FEDERATION OF NEIGHBORHOODS

the Madison Valley business community. With- David Alvord reported that the Department of Planning
out their support, it would not be possible to and Development, along with the Mayor, are preparing to
bring you The Valley View. Thanks a bunch! propose some land use code changes. It appears that it fa-

. vors development for neighborhood business districts.
O e mune e = 5 .7 3 . A e R A c Nothing has been finalized at this point.
: THE LATEST 520 BRIDGE ALTERNATIVES
Support The V«’l]]é‘_y View An exciting presentation by two board members from

the Montlake Community Council, Rob Wilkinson and
Jonathan Dubman showed their rendition/proposal for a
new suspension 520 bridge and ramps on a three-
dimensional scale. This rendition was written up in last
. continue the newsletter. Please make a contribution or Sunday’s Seattle Times. The plan b.y Seattle’s _DOT calls for
. place an ad with us Everything helps! Thank you so a 14 lane toll way across the lake with a huge lid over port-
! much! age bay. The concern from the GMVCC was the on/off

: ramp leading to the Arboretum. No stand was taken by the

The Valley View staff cheerfully works countless
. unpaid hours to bring you this newsletter. The print-
! ing and postage costs are over $700 per month. We
. must have financial support from the community to

Rt GMVCC, although the suggestion was made that the on/off
Ageipes: : ramp be closed and re-connected to 23rd Ave. A presenta-
: Phone: ! |tion to the DOT on the Montlake design is scheduled for
: Email: Thursday Feb. 17. The DOT has been working on its own
: Donstion Amount: plan for five years, but appears very interested in this plan.
It will be making a recommendation this June.
[ Please contact me to write for The Valley View FLOODING:
Mail to: GMVCC: P.O. Box 22278 Seattle, WA 98112 : Continues to be a concern with flooding occurring dur-

ing recent rains. See “Around the Neighborhood, pg.3 for
more details of the progress.

. UW REGIONAL BIOCONTAINMENT LABORATORY
Public forums are scheduled to discuss the public’s con-
CHESEBRO cern about the facility. The meetings are from 7:00-9:00. The

February 23 meeting will be at Kane Hall, Room 220 on

UW campus. The second meeting on March 1, 2005 is at

Magnuson Park Community Center Auditorium, Magnuson

Park at 70t and Sandpoint Way NE. A panel of experts will
} be answering questions and concerns.

GARDEN DESIGN UNION STREET RED APPLE GROCERY CLOSING

o
. It was reported the grocery store on Union and MLK will
gggg}é[{“h‘:fg”s? Rolande Chesebro be closing soon. The owner plans to sell the property.
S 206.324.1802 Hopefully, employees will find work at other Red Apples in
the area.
Envi tall
2009 E. Madison Strest oY ADJOURNMENT

progressive

Seatlle. WA 98112 .
seallle, WA 98112 landscape services

206.328.8137

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm.

Eslailished in 1347




The Classified Valley

CAL 29 Sailboat
Leschi Moorage

FOR SALE
Recently built :

9 ft dingy rowboat.
Mahogany, cedar
and oak with brass
fittings. Truly
beautiful as well as
| functional. $1,200

#a4l Call:  223-1378

e

EPIPHANY
SCHOOL

Pre-Kindergarten-5th Grade
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Around the Neighborhood

ML King Elementary School continues to struggle for
survival. The district extended the deadline for the Montes-
sori proposal by a few days. Volunteers and staff have
worked countless hours to inform the neighborhood about
the proposal and encouraging families to sign on for the
program.

Flooding: Reports by Zachary Self and Barbara Lynn
indicate that progress is being made. An engineering study
has begun with residents participating as part of the team
with Seattle Public Utilities. Additionally, residents have
hired an independent engineer to oversee the City’s plans
and represent their position. Only 6 out of 52 claims are still
outstanding. The City gave each household $4000 for “pain
and suffering” damages. The residents continue to hold
monthly meetings.

Shoplifting: The Madison Valley Merchant Assoc re-
ports that a repeat thief has been apprehended. The busi-
ness owners have contacted private security guards to patrol
the street and protect property.

Parking: More difficulties have arisen in the surround-
ing neighborhood regarding parking on side streets during
business hours. Hostile, computer written notes are being
left on cars presumably by irate residents. Please respect the
parking rules when using side streets. Residents: please
share street space. We do live in a crowded city. Neighbors
that have concerns and ideas about the parking problems
are encouraged to come to the Council for assistance.

continued on page 4 I I

'STORE

2939 East Madison
Seattle, WA 98112
(206) 324-0737
Fax (206)328-6114

DRAWING SCHOOL

Fine Art Classes for Children, Teens and Adults

CALL FOR'FREE INTRODUCTOQORY CLASS!

Classes Start September 27th
2900 E Madison Street, Seattle. 206-522-1659

www.drawingschool.com

*new student offer




Around the Neighborhood, continued from page 3

Pancake Breakfast: On Saturday, February 12th, the GMVCC
hosted the yearly free pancake breakfast in celebration of the
citywide Neighborhood Appreciation Day. Our VP Charles
McDade welcomed the hungry crowd and directed them to the
food. The directions were probably unnecessary as the inviting
aroma of blueberry pancakes with maple syrup, sausage, and
coffee was wafting from the kitchen of the Bush School lunch-
room. Neighbors tucked into the endless supply of pancakes and
discussed the issues of the day with City Councilman, Richard
Conlin. As usual, it was a fun morning for everyone!

Mercer Street End: The landscaping plan has been approved
and the committee now awaits the City Council’s hearing of the
decision to open the waterfront space to the public.

Community Food Drive: The Merchant Association reports
that the food drive was a great success with a large collection of
non-perishable donations for Northwest Harvest. Thanks a
bunch to our business community for bringing this opportunity

Swedish Heirlooms
Elegant Swedish Manor House
Furniture & Accessories

Our Perennial Pancake Chefs:

Don, Juan and Gary

The Bush School

EXPERIENCE EDUCATION

Thank you to our neighbors
for making the Greater Madison Valley
a great place to educate kids!

The Bush Schiool 3400 East Harvison Street Seattle, WA 98112
waww.bush.edu

K ron—K elleft

Builders, Inc

Larry Kron, General Contractor

Cell: 206-963-4578 Fax: 206-324-6802
322-36th Avenue East, Seattle WA 98112

Licensed* Bonded* Insured
License #: KRONKB1099RU

2921 E. Madison St.
between Café Flora & City People’s
Tel: 206.621.1002

% D
SEATTLE tar

The World Starts Here tarc SOUth Becttia Siar

Your Community Newspaper

www.theseattlestar.com (206) 721-7265




Madison Valley Traffic Woes

The Greater Madison Valley Community Council
was visited by city councilman Richard Conlin at the
February meeting. He came to hear our concerns about
increasing density in the neighborhood and resulting
traffic and parking difficulties. The problems discussed
were:

1. parking
2. speeding vehicles and congestion during commute
3. scarcity of crosswalks along Madison.

A number of suggestions were made but as you all
know, the City has little money to address many of our
‘problems. However, as chairman of the council’s trans-
portation committee Mr Conlin did leave us with some
hope.

Parking: Conlin promised to look into Metro’s allo-
cation of buses to determine if an increase in frequency
of service for the #11 bus was possible. This step would
allow more people to commute via bus instead of by
car. Specifically, the employees of businesses may be
encouraged to not drive to work unless necessary and
therefore, ease the parking congestion.

It may be possible to extend the limited parking
times all the way along Madison to Lake Washington
Blvd. This move would allow for more visitors to the
area instead of the all day parking of employees and
others. We also discussed obtaining neighborhood
parking stickers like Montake does to ensure that resi-

Speeding/congestion: Conlin let us know that the plans for
revision of 520 are being considered. It is possible that the inter-
change at the Arboretum to 520 could be closed and the traffic
could be rerouted to a more appropriate street. This plan was
greeted with great enthusiasm among the council members. The
Montlake Community Club has devised their own scheme for
the 520 revision which has been widely reported in the press. In
general, council members liked the Montlake plan except for the
Arboretum interchange. It was felt that the park is vulnerable to
the terrible traffic during commute times and is inappropriate as
a major throughway.

In the neighborhood, speed bumps along Harrison may be
installed. The neighbors of King and Bush Schools as well as the
school children are subjected to dangerous speeding motorists on
a daily basis.

Crosswalks: The City does not wish to add crosswalks at this
time. Conlin suggested that we place containers of flags at the
legal and unmarked crosswalk intersections for pedestrians to
carry and assist them crossing Madison. He said that other des-
perate neighborhoods have used this method successfully. We
are not sure about this particular idea.

Obviously, the true solution lies in the hands of the people
that frequent our neighborhood. SLOW DOWN, please! Let
pedestrians cross the street. Use public transportation whenever
possible and be respectful of homeowners. Sharing space is an
ongoing challenge in our increasingly dense city. We
need to make the effort. *

dents are able to park near their homes. Parking on side
streets has been a concern of Madison’s nearby
neighbors.

BELLA DOLCE

Is a suspension bridge the solution to the
520 remodel? Are YOU concerned about
maintaining the Arboretum as a park
and not a freeway? Let the Council
know your views.

Bakery and caré

2711 East Madison Street 206.325.9539

THE VALLEY SCHOOL

; A Pre-K through 5th Grade
¢ B

Hands-on-Learning
Intellectually Exciting Programs

Diverse Community

Please join us for a school tour!

Call our office to sign up.

We are committed to each child.
310 30th Avenue East * Seattle -« 3284475

CAFE FLORA

Restaurant & Catering

DINNER * LUNCH * KiD's MENU
WEEKEND BRUNCH

FULL SERVICE CATERING

VEGAN CAKES FOR WEDDINGS
& SPECIAL OCCASIONS
901 EAST MADISON STREET 325.9100
for catering information call : 322.3626

view menus online: www.cafeflora.com




The Valley Views the Past |

The Harrison Ridge Greenbelt: a History of Preservation, Part 2

In the February issue of The Valley View, we presented
the story of the first attempt to develop the hillside along
32rd Avenue E between E Denny and E John. During the
late “60s and early 70s the community rallied together to
block the building of a low income housing project. Then,
after ten years of quiet, another threat to the woods
brought the community together.

In the early 1990’s, a neighbor across the street from
the Greenbelt contacted community activists reporting
that a sign had been posted. The sign stated a lot owner’s
intent to begin building a house. The owner was con-
tacted and after hearing the community’s wish to preserve
the site, agreed to sell his lot to the City.

At that time, the City of Seattle had funds to acquire
undeveloped land to preserve green spaces in the
neighborhoods. Communities were becoming aware of a
development boom and were concerned that their beauti-
ful green city would someday be lost to construction. In
those days, $6,000 was the cost of an average lot. This
acquisition effort of the City has resulted in the many
green spaces you see throughout Seattle neighborhoods
today.

One lot owner was not moved by the community’s
spirit and refused to cooperate. Again, the appearance of

Mark Herkert
Owner / Certified Arborist

Madison Park Tree

Pruning, Removal, Planting

2514 E. Ward Street
Seattle, WA 98112
bethormark@qwest.net

Call for a free estimate
(206) 322-4546
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

“One of a kind resource center’
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Located in Madison Vatley 2007200500 www fourseasonsoisis.com

* ¢ living with HIV/AIDS and other

a sign along the street alerted neighbors of an intent to
develop the site. The owner had applied for his property
to be replatted from 3 into 2 lots and intended to build 2
large houses. When he realized that the community was
moving against his plans, he brought in bulldozers and
began clearing the property. After contact with the City
a stop work order was issued. Subsequent hearings with
the City Council resulted in a judgment against the
owner.

In an unprecedented move, the City condemned the
property under the right of eminent domain. This Wash-
ington State constitutional law allowed the government
to acquire and preserve pieces of undeveloped property
as parks or green spaces. The City was required to pay a
fair market value for such land and negotiated a price
with the property owner. Several other lot owners agreed
to sell to the City and the 6.2 acres of the wooded hillside
became officially known as the Harrison Ridge Green-
belt.

Now that the community had realized its goal of pre-
serving the green space, the next step was to care for this
property. That part of the Greenbelt history will *

be presented in the April issue.
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE
with Bailey-Boushay
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Bailey-Boushay House needs volunteers to
¥ provide transportation, companionship and meal

v service to dlients in both the Adult Da< Health and

: the Residential Care Programs. ~ 4 e

: This is an opportunity for YOU

25

¥ to be a light in the lives of people

¥ serious illnesses.

<

Contact: David Pavlick 206-720-2260

* daytime availability, reliable vehicle, driver’s license and

insurance required to provide transportation.
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Passion fOl’ Gardening, continued from page 1

stunted, struggling rhodys with an occasional line-up of red
geraniums along the edge. Today we have a lush group of
unthirsty plant life that beautifies the space.

The classic approaches to successful garden design guide
Rolande’s work. First, dirt is transformed into fluffy nutri-
tious soil. Secondly, the plants are selected as bedmates.
This step cannot be overemphasized. Plants grown together
must thrive under the same environmental requirements of
sun exposure, watering needs, and hardiness to temperature
and pests. When the “right plant is chosen for the right
place” maintenance costs are reduced dramatically. Addi-
tionally, tolerance to air pollution from cars must be consid-
ered for public areas exposed to traffic. Lastly, the plants are
tenderly tucked into their new beds and babied somewhat
during their first year. After becoming established, the now
thriving garden should be independent with occasional vis-
its for light pruning and weeding.

Rolande’s next project is the triangle at Madison and
MLK Way, East of Bailey-Boushay. The Madison Merchant
Association and the Community Council display signs there.
In cooperation with the City and Bailey-Boushay, Rolande
will revise the planting to bring beauty to that much used
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Superfluity Sale

Plants and Rummage

Thursday, March 31 7-9 PM
éraﬂd Opening: $5 donation requested

Friday, April 1 10 AM -6 PM

Snacks, Coffee, with Lunch served from 12-2 PM

Saturday, April 2 9:30 AM-1 PM

Proceedls to benefit local charities!

4515 16th Avenue NE  524-2322

www.unniversityucc.org

intersection. She is collaborating with Andy Goulding the
designer of the community display board we hope to have
built in the near future.

One admirable aspect of Rolande’s work is her aware-
ness of the impact of pollution in today’s ornamental land-
scaping business. She factors in the environmental impact
of high polluting 2-cycle engines, water usage, toxic and
polluting herbicides, pesticides and chemical fertilizers.
She views driving around to maintain improperly planted
landscapes as a waste of energy. When working with her
clients, Rolande offers the education which is necessary for
the best garden choices.

Privately, Rolande provides all gardening services for
her clients. She consults and designs spaces, plants the
beds and has maintenance schedules. The installation of
patios, pathways, arbors, ponds and other garden enhance-
ments round out her services. If you are interested in her
work, Rolande may be reached at 324-1802.

Thanks so much, Rolande for sharing your talents with
the community. We all benefit when we work together to
make the neighborhood our home. *
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Spring Art Walk

The Springtime art show is destined to become an an-
nual celebration of the amazing array of talent that we have
in the neighborhood. Last year the GMVCC hosted over 30
artists from the community to display and sell their art on
the Saturday before Mothers” Day. The Bush School per-
mitted us to use their space for the show. This year the
Madison Valley Merchant’s Association has graciously
offered to host the show along Madison Street.

We are still in the planning stages but do have some
general ideas. Artists will be invited to show their work
inside designated shops along the street. Participating mer-
chants will be identified with balloons or banners.

Interested? Please contact me if you would like to par-

ticipate in the planning.

Cathy Nunneley 329-4083 or
¢jnunneley@yahoo.com
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Next Community Council Meeting

Wednesday March 16th 7:30 p.m.
Martin Luther King Elementary School Portables

3201 E. Republican Street
® -
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JOVER'S

The Art of Cooking
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Tuesday-Saturday Evenings
5:30-9:30 PM

a la carte and prix fixe menus

)

WHERE I IMAGINATION

S
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1 i HAS NO LIMITS
0 Friday lunch
b 12-1:30 PM Authors of Simply Beautiful Sweaters,
a la carte and 3 course menus Simply Bea Utiﬂ” Sweaters For Men’ and
. Knitted Throws and More

for the Simply Beautiful Home

Passion Cake

Rover’s own creations

§
¥
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S’i custom baked cakes for all occasions Please Visit Us!

Qj y 3121 E. Madison Street Seattle, WA 98112
Q, Home of the Chef in the Hat!!! Since 1987 Phone: 206-328-6505

b o Toll Free: 877-554-9276

{ Reservations:  206.325.7442 Web site: www.Tricoter.com

4!

2808 East Madison Street www.rovers-seattle.com

S

E-mail: tricoter@tricoter.com
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